KEY STAGE THREE MUSIC

WORKSHEET ONE

TIMBRE IN SOUNDS AND MUSIC – THINKING ABOUT THE QUALITY OF SOUNDS

Worksheet – Describing Sounds and Music

Instructions

1. Listen to the sounds in the box on the next page by double clicking on each one in turn.  Think about the sound that is produced, and about its effect on you.  Think about the words you would use to describe the sound to someone who had not heard it, or about the images it conjures up in your mind.

2. Look at the images in the next section, and see if you think that any or some of the images go with the sounds you were listening to.  Link the images up with the sound numbers, and think about why you have done this.

3. Look at the lists of words in the final table.  Decide whether the words work to describe the quality of the sounds you were listening to, and think about why.  Decide what it was about the sound that made you arrive at the word(s) you got for it.

4. Finally, look at the links you have between sound, images and words, and try to explain what made the links happen.   Describe the sound again bearing in mind what you have seen from the images and the words, and think of some more words that describe what you heard when you first heard the sound.
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1.
Sounds

Listen to the sounds in the box below by double clicking on each one in turn.  Think about the sound that is produced, and about its effect on you.  Think about the words you would use to describe the sound to someone who had not heard it, or about the images it conjures up in your mind.
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Sound 25

Look next at the images in the next section, and see if you think that any of the images go together with the sounds you were listening to.  Link the images up with the sound numbers, and think about why you have done this.
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2.
Images
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3.
Words

Look next at the lists of words in this final table.  Decide whether the words work to describe the quality of any of the sounds you were listening to, and think about why.  Decide what it was about the sound that made you arrive at the word you got for it.

Big
Distant
Airy

Mellifluous
Heavy
Irritating

Rural
Tinny
High

Wavy
Inspired
Velvet

Vulnerable
Natural
Industrial

Edgy
Jagged
Eerie

Ghostly
Heavenly
Small

Closed
Beetling
Metallic

Thin
Atmospheric
Lazy

Sonorous
Rhythmic
Full

Grand
Round
Melodious

Alien
Urgent
Open

Exotic
Celebratory
Rasping

Poor
Cacophonous
Gentle
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4.
Conclusion

Finally, look now at the links you have between sounds, images and words, and try to explain what made the links happen.   

Describe the sound again bearing in mind what you have seen from the images and the words, and think of some more words that describe what you heard when you first heard the sound.

Make a table like this one to help organise you thoughts, and fill it with your own ideas:

Sound number
This was the sound of…
I thought of 

…images and …words
Qualities of the sound that made me think of images and words
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